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Jody Crane, Esquire 
Suzanne J . Bohan, Esquire 
A s s i s t a n t Regional Counsel 
U.S. Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency 
Region V I I I 
999 18th S t r e e t , S u i t e 500 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

RE: East Helena S i t e - Consent Decree n e g o t i a t i o n 
meeting 

Dear Jody and Suzanne: 

This l e t t e r confirms our telephone conversations l a s t 
week regarding our meeting schedules to negotiate the 
consent decree f o r the East Helena s i t e . Unfortunately, i t 
was impossible to meet to discuss the proposed consent 
decree f o r the Process Ponds Operable Unit on June 13, 1990. 
As you are aware, we d i d not receive the Agency's proposed 
decree u n t i l June 13, 1990 and th e r e f o r e d i d not have time 
to review the decree i n order to discuss i t with the Agency. 
As a r e s u l t , our next n e g o t i a t i o n session i s tomorrow 
June 21, 1990. 

We have renewed our e a r l i e r request t h a t the Agency 
grant Asarco an extension of time i n which to conduct 
n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h EPA f o r the Process Ponds consent decree. 
The current n e g o t i a t i o n period expires J u l y 1, 1990, and we 
are extremely concerned about the short time remaining i n 
which t o f i n a l i z e a mutually acceptable consent decree. We 
are f i r m l y committed to achieving an acceptable settlement, 
but b e l i e v e t h a t to force such a settlement i n the ensuing 
two weeks w i l l not be productive. Suzanne has i n d i c a t e d 
t h a t she would consider our o r a l request a formal one, and 
th a t the Agency and the Department of J u s t i c e would consider 
i t s e r i o u s l y . 
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I appreciate your cooperation i n t h i s matter and expect 
t o hear from you regarding Asarco's request f o r an 
extension. 

cc: Michael J . Goodstein, Esquire 
Mr. Peter A. DeSantis 
W i l l i a m O. Hart, Esquire 
Mr. J . Bryan Davis 
Mr. Jon C. N i c k e l 
Michael R. Thorp, Esquire 
Frank H. Morison, Esquire 
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Yours t r u l y , 

Cynthia St^/Leap 
Peter W. Downing 
f o r Holland & Hart 


